DATE

Mr. Ethan P. Arbuckle, Mr. Rhys E. Burgess,
Attorney at Law, LLC Attorney at Law, LLC
671 Hwy. 171, Suite L 671 Hwy. 171, Suite L
Stonewall, Louisiana 71078 Stonewall, Louisiana 71078
Re: Ethics Board Docket No. 2021-720
Advisory Opinion
@‘)
Dear Messrs. Arbuckle and Burgess: \f
0\ o

The Louisiana Board of Ethics (“Board”), at its November 5, 2021 meeting, con%&e@ﬁ your
request for an advisory opinion as to whether the Louisiana Code of Govergmem?al Ethics
(“Code”) would prohibit you from entering into an agreement with Sevx&? tle; H\E to provide

loan closing and title services. -~ b& Q{o‘
& O;\ e
FACTS PROVIDED Q’O Q\ \\

You are both practicing attorneys with general civil praogw{;% De\Soto Parish (where you
share office space), in addition to serving as assistant dm?lc{\zﬁt{@eys in DeSoto Parish. You
have been contacted by Sevy Title, LLC, a title cqm “y 11@ and operated by Bridget Verret
(as her separate property) and located in Bossier Rarlikr MO rs. Verrett has requested that your
office(s) facilitate all closings of loan/title b‘g vy Rﬂe LLC conducts in DeSoto Parish in
exchange for a split of the closing fee%\ 5S: Ve}rqt& husband is a criminal defense attorney
in Bossier Parish, who also handles so &rmﬁn@i matters in DeSoto Parish. Sevy Title, LLC
does not have a contractual, busmess\ or glﬁ%ug:’-lal relationship with the DeSoto Parish District
Attorney’s Office, or anything pelléhng%e{@re the DeSoto Parish District Attorney’s Office.

\'\x \‘, .\00 LAwW

respons1b111t1es or the ka@ng;}rental or sale of movable or immovable property.
S

‘y »\s«
La. R.S. 42: lllf{t)t(é)(\d)“prowdes that no public servant and no legal entity in which the
public servant exg@&s@s control or owns an interest in excess of twenty-five percent, shall
receive any th{ffg @‘F economic value for or in consideration of services rendered, or to be
rendered, t ggér any person during his public service unless such services are: (d) Neither
perform gf%or compensated by any person or from any officer, director, agent, or employee
of sue}Pp@%on if such public servant knows or reasonably should know that such person has
or is seeking to obtain contractual or other business or financial relationships with the public
servant's agency; conducts operations or activities which are regulated by the public
employee’s agency; or has substantial economic interests which may be substantially affected

by the performance or nonperformance of the public employee’s official duty.
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ANALYSIS

La. R.S. 42:1111C(2)(d) prohibits a public servant and any legal entity in which the public servant
owns more than twenty-five percent or exercises control from receiving any thing of economic
value for services rendered or to be rendered for any person from whom the public servant would
be prohibited from receiving gifts in accordance with La. R.S. 42:1115(A)(1) or (B). Sevy Title,
LLC does not have a contractual, business, or other financial relationship with your agengy — the
DeSoto Parish District Attorney’s Office. Additionally, Sevy Title, LLC does ng@ conduct
activities regulated by the DeSoto Parish District Attorney’s Office. Lastly, Sevy Tm@ @C does
not have substantial economic interests which may be substantially affected by g&e rformance

or nonperformance of either of your official duties. Y
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CONCLUSION Qg

The Board concluded, and instructed me to inform you, that bqs?d eﬁ@e facts presented the Code
does not prohibit you from entering into an agreement w@ S\e'vyb\“f‘ltle LLC., since it does not
have any relationship with your agency, the DeSoto Par«ksjh Q&%t{@’t Attorney’s Offlce
X Ox <<}

This advisory opinion is based solely on t Q'cg,? aépget_\?orth herein. Changes to the facts as
presented may result in a different appli 1@31 of” @e provisions of the Louisiana Code of
Governmental Ethics. The Board issues v@ﬁ%@ as“to past conduct or as to laws other than the
Louisiana Code of Governmental E ﬁch\‘Cgﬁ’fpalgn Finance Disclosure Act, the Lobbyist
Disclosure Acts, and the conflict of mte:?estg(}r*bv&lons contained in the Louisiana Gaming Control
Law. If you have any questions, p\ea\s%@on&ztt me at (800) 842-6630 or (225) 219-5600.

C//

Sincerely, & N

LaToya D. Jordan_ =
For the Boalﬁ\qfn’u‘\a
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